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THE FRIENDS OF LIBERTY STATE PARK
P.O. Box 3407, Jersey City, New Jersey 07303-3407
pe sinliberty@earthlink.net
www.folsp.org

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE Washington,Dc 20590

Re: City of Jersey City Jersey Avenue Extension Project

October l,20ll
Dear Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood,

We are writing to express our support for Jersey City's application to the Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant Program for the
proposed Jersey Ave. Extension.

The City of Jersey City is ready to accelerate the construction of the project once a commitment
for funding is secured.

The Friends of Liberty State Park, our 900 member, 23 year old park advocacy organization,
strongly support the Jersey City application to the TIGER Discretionary Grants Program to fund
the vital proposed Jersey Avenue Extension project. The planned roadway will be an asset not
only to the City of Jersey City but the State of New Jersey and the United States. The opening of
a direct access route into Liberty State Park for people to take ferries to the Statue of Liberty and
Ellis Island is of national importance. Local commuters will also benefit.

The dramatic and panoramic views from Liberty State Park to Lady Liberty and Ellis Island are
unparalleled, and the park is New Jerseys only access point to the ferries to these sacred
nei ghboring national monuments.

Also, the Extension is needed to provide essential emergency lanes in case there is a need for
police, firefighters and EMS workers to get people out of this beloved park in an emergency. The
park is especially crowded on summer weekends and there are tens of thousands of visitors on
July 4 and during various cultural and music festivals.

The Extension will play the important function of linking diverse neighborhoods to each other
and to one ofour nation's greatest urban parks, an inspiring and needed open space oasis for
urban people and visitors from everywhere, as Central Park is in Manhattan.

The transportation and cornmercial vitality in this region depends upon the success of this missing
link project. The City of Jersey City request for economic support from the US Department of
Transportation for a TIGER Discretionary Grants Program is worthy of very serious
consideration and prioritization because of the impact it will have on our city, state and nation.

Respectfully,p .
>dltfl le'A,+vt

Sam Pesin, president on behalf of the Board of The Friends of Liberty State Park
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The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re:  City of Jersey City:  Jersey Avenue Extension Project 
 
Dear Mr. LaHood: 
 
I am pleased to express my support for the City of Jersey City s application to the US Department of 
Transportation for the TIGER Discretionary Grants Program for the Jersey Avenue Extension Project.  This 
project will extend Jersey Avenue from Grand Street over Mill Creek and into Liberty State Park. 
 
The opening of a direct access route into Liberty State Park will allow more than 3 million visitors better 
access between the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island and the Central Railroad of New Jersey Terminal, and the 
hotels and restaurants in downtown Jersey City.  At this time, New Jersey only sees approximately 40,000 
of the 600,000 visitors that use the ferry system to visit these National Historic Areas.  The opening of 
Jersey Avenue will increase the number of visitors that access these national monuments from New Jersey 
side of the Hudson. 
 
In addition, the extension will also create a direct emergency route from Liberty State Park to the Jersey 
City Medical Center; this is a critical measure that could reduce the response time during an emergency, 
thus saving lives.  The extension will be built using a complete street design that will allow for vehicular, 
pedestrian and bicycle use.  Traffic calming measures as well as pedestrian safety and bicycle safety are 
included in the design plans.  
 
In conclusion, the ! mile extension of Jersey Avenue southward into Liberty State Park will allow for 
vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle traffic from the downtown neighborhoods and commercial business 
district directly to the park thus opening up a vital missing link within the City s transportation network. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Barbara Lita, Director of Sales  
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel & Suites Jersey City 





EAI, Inc.
Environmental Manasement Services

October 14,20ll

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington. DC 20590

RE: City of Jersey City: Jersey Avenue Extension Project

Dear Mr. LaHood,

I am pleased to express my support for the City of Jersey City's application to the U.S. Department
of Transportation for the TIGER Discretionary Grants Program for the Jersey Avenue Extension
Project. This project will extend Jersey Avenue from Grand Street over Mill Creek and into
Liberty State Park.

The opening of a direct access route into Liberty State Park will allow more than 3 million visitors
better access between the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island and the Central Railroad of New Jersey
Terminal, and the hotels and restaurants in downtown Jersey City. At this time, New Jersey only
sees approximately 40,000 of the 600,000 visitors that use the ferry system to visit theses National
Historic Areas. The opening of Jersey Avenue will increase the number of visitors that access
these national monuments from New Jersev's side of the Hudson.

In addition, the extension will also create a direct emergency route from Liberty State Park to the
Jersey City Medical Center; this is a critical measure that could reduce the response time during an
emergency, thus saving lives. The extension will be built using a complete street design that will
allow for vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle use. Traffic calming measures as well as pedestrian
safety and bicycle safety will be included in the design plans.

In conclusion, the /' mrle extension of Jersey Avenue southward into Liberty State Park will allow
for vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic from the downtown neighborhoods and commercial
business district directly into the park, thus opening up a vital missing link with the City's

50 Prescot t  S t ree t ,Jersey  C i ty ,  NJ  07304 Te l :  201-395-0010 /  Fax :  201-395-0020 Web:  www.ea ienv i ro .com

Sincerely,

President/CEO

Environmental Testing & Remediation . SurveylDesignlManagement
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October 27, 2011 
 
The Honorable Ray Lahood 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: City of Jersey City: Jersey Avenue Extension Project 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
I am writing to express my support for Jersey City’s application to the Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant Program for the proposed Jersey Avenue 
Extension. 
 
The planned extension of Jersey Avenue will reduce traffic significantly on Pacific Avenue, Grand 
Avenue and Jersey Avenue as well as the entire downtown Lafayette neighborhood. It is estimated that 
there will be a reduction of five thousand vehicles per day in this neighborhood with the Jersey Avenue 
Extension. This is approximately a reduction of more than one million vehicles annually. 
 
Extending Jersey Avenue will create sidewalks, bike lanes, friendly, less congested commuter traffic and 
an environmental enhanced neighborhood with tree-lined streets. 
 
Currently, visitors traveling and staying at the many hotels along the Hudson River Waterfront, and 
wishing to visit Liberty State Park, the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island must take a circuitous route 
through the city, and create traffic congestion in the residential neighborhoods. Extending Jersey Avenue 
will greatly enhance the region’s transportation network and long-term sustainability. It will provide a 
critical extension of a small but regionally significant one-half mile link in transportation that will add 
safety, economic and tourism value to this region. And it will greatly reduce the cut through traffic in 
Jersey City’s Lafayette Neighborhood. 
 
Please fund this important project to reduce traffic congestion in our neighborhoods and provide 
sustainability for the region. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
!
!
Warden !


















